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A Word of Greeting and Appreciation 


HENEVER we greet our friends as we do now, we greet a great host. In the North and 

the South and in the East and the West there are those whose interest and loyalty 

to the Bible Cause have made possible the past years’ record of achievement. During the: 

one hundred and four years of the Society’s life, more than 138,000,000 volumes of the Scrip— 

tures have gone forth, and in the last year of record more than 6,000,000. This has all been: 

made possible by the partnership of Bible lovers who, by their prayers, their interest, their 

labors, and their gifts have sent forth the Word of Life into the remote and needy parts of the 

earth. We often wish it were possible for us to see face to face this great host of friends in 

order that we might thank them warmly for their help and, at the same time, tell them the 
story of the wonderful results of their faithful interest in the American Bible Society. 

There are those who have given out of their poverty, and those who have given out of their 
abundance; there are those who have given on the annuity basis, and those who have given 
generous legacies; there are those who have given through their churches, and those who have 
sent their gifts direct to the Society; there are those who have given, not money, but labor— 
not checks, but prayers. The service of all these—those who have given and those who have 
labored—has flowed into one vast stream, which has watered many of the desert places of 
the world. 

To all of these friends we extend our greetings as we stand at the threshold of the new 
year. We wish to express to them the deep appreciation which we feel of their fellowship in 
the service of circulating the Scriptures. Were it not for the generous friends whom God has 
raised up, we would hardly dare face a new year with its obligations and responsibilities. More 
than $1,000,000 must be secured during the next twelve months in order that our Society may 
meet the demands which will be made upon it by the Christian churches through their various 
missionary agencies. We rely upon the goodness of our Heavenly Father and upon the thought- 
ful generosity of his children to make it possible for us in the coming years to put into the hands. 
of every man, woman, and child in the world a copy of the Word of Life. 


A Message from Heaven 
By Charles Edward Locke 


sure it was dropped out of an aeroplane* on its 


WAST Friday afternoon a broken-hearted 
, young woman was in Rosedale Cemetery, 
Los Angeles, selecting a quiet spot in which 
on the morrow to lay away the precious dust 
of her dear little mother. 
| _ She was overwhelmed with grief and felt 
unequal to the task of facing the world with 
her unutterable loneliness of heart. How could 
‘she live without the little mother whom she 
| had tenderly cared for throughout more than 
o years of invalidism. 
When suddenly out of the skies there came, 
| nd fell at her feet, like a petal blown from a 
‘ose, a tiny copy of the Gospel of John. To be 
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way to Exposition Park in preparation for the 
Bible Sunday celebration, but was it any 
the less a gift from the God of all sorrowing 
hearts? 

And the message which it brought to the 
sobbing girl was: “Let not your heart be 
troubled. In my Father’s house are many 
mansions. I go to prepare a place for you. 
If it were not so I would have told you.” 

She picked it up reverently, read its sweet 
message of hope, and was comforted. 


* Sent by Mr. Mell, of the Pacific Agency: 
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The Book 


The guns had ceased, the new sun blest the earth. Of sisters twain who mourned a brother dead; 
Into my heart there stole a sense of ease Of Martha grave, who went her Lord to meet, 


Soft as the summer wind through summer trees Of Him, who wept, then raised his friend from tomb; 
That brings a thousand airy scents to birth. Of Him a guest at a white table spread, 

I took my Book that tells of pure Love's worth, And Mary’s tears prophetic at His feet, 

St. John, historian of mysteries, And of her incense filling all the room. 

And read that tale illumined by degrees Hs Bi (Re Ay Le): 
Written in tears of men for angels’ mirth; At the Front—The Saturday Review. 


The Bible in Every Land 
The Program for 1920 


HE budget of the American Bible Society for 1920 is the most important in its history. 

It is a venture of faith such as the Society has never taken before. It is based upon the 
very unusual need for the Scriptures in the world to-day and the new movements that are sup- 
porting the whole programme of advance in Christian missions. The seed-sowing of the past 
century and the terrific forces that have been at work in the last few years have all created a 
demand for a greater effort than has yet been put forth. 

The budget for 1920 is $988,485. 

This amount was fixed by the Board of Managers after a conference between its Budget 
‘Committee and the Advisory Council of representatives officially appointed by the churches 
that assist in the support of the Society. 

The following expenditures have been authorized: 

For the Home Agencies, $140,500. . This does not include the cost of the Scriptures placed 
at the disposal of the Home Agencies. It does include a considerable advance for work among 
the colored people. 

To meet emergencies connected with the Home Agencies and miscellaneous grants in the | 
home field not cared for by the Home Agencies, $15,000. So that the total appropriated for the 
home field would be $155,500 in addition to the Scriptures placed at their disposal. 

For the Foreign Agencies, $279,900 is the appropriation from America in cash and books. 
In addition to this, $90,595 is allowed to be retained on the field as an addition to the appro- 
priation—the estimated receipts from sales of Scriptures, church collections and individual 
gifts in the foreign fields which are not forwarded to the Bible House in New York as they are 
in the case of the Home Agencies. 

To meet emergencies connected with the Foreign Agencies and miscellaneous grants in 
funds and books to fields in Europe, Africa, and Asia where the Society has no regular Agencies, 
$49 400 has been appropriated. The total for the foreign field, not including such books as 
are manufactured at the Bible House and sent to the Foreign Agencies, amounts to $419,895. 

For the translation and revision of the Scriptures, $5,000. ¥ 

For the manufacture of Scriptures at the Bible House in New York, $275,000. These books , 
are used chiefly in the Home Agencies of the Society and really are supplements to their appro- 
priations. The books are also sent from the Bible House to Latin-American countries and to 
some of the other Foreign Agencies, in which case they are included in the appropriations. _ 

For the administrative and office expenses, which include the salaries of the officers, the 
clerical force of the Bible House, and all the costs of leaflets, the BrnLz Soctety REcorp, postage 
and traveling expenses, etc., $118,099, and for expenses connected with the real estate of the 
Society and other capital charges, $15,000. : 

These appropriations and estimates of receipts on the field total as stated $988,485. — 

The details of the Home and Foreign Agencies appropriations follow on the next page. 
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Home Agencies 


. Agency among the Colored People of the South 


Salary of agency secretary, depository, office ex- 
penses, traveling expenses, colporteurs’ salaries 
and expenses, freight, postage, printing, inciden- 
tals, and grants in books made in the field of the 
agency 


Northwestern Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, depository, office ex- 
penses, traveling expenses, colporteurs’ salaries 
and expenses, freight, postage, printing, inciden- 
tals, and grants in books made in the field of the 


South Atlantic Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, depository, office ex- 
penses, traveling expenses, colporteurs’ salaries 
and expenses, freight, postage, printing, inciden- 
tals, and grants in books made in the field of the 
agency 


Western Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, depository, office ex- 
penses, traveling expenses, colporteurs’ salaries 
and expenses, freight, postage, printing, inciden- 
tals, and grants in books made in the field of the 
agency 


Pacific Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, depository, office ex- 
penses, traveling expenses, colporteurs’ salaries 
and expenses, freight, postage, printing, inciden- 
tals, and grants in books made in the field of the 


Southwestern Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, depository, office ex- 
penses, traveling expenses, colporteurs’ salaries 
and expenses, freight, postage, printing, inciden- 
tals, and grants in books made in the field of the 
IPCTCY, tosialnvicisla ec on eieie vials) ois untelweie eicinisin wiz alciemiawlsaioee 


Eastern Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, depository, office ex- 
penses, traveling expenses, colporteurs’ salaries 
and expenses, freight, postage, printing, inciden- 
tals, and grants in books made in the field of the 


Central Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, depository, office ex- 
penses, traveling expenses, colporteurs’ salaries 
and expenses, freight, postage, printing, inciden- 
tals, and grants in books made in the field of the 


Atlantic Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, depository, office ex- 
penses, traveling expenses, colporteurs’ salaries 
and expenses, freight, postage, printing, inciden- 
tals, and grants in books made in the field of the 
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$25,500 


18,000 


15,000 


13,000 


13,000 


15,000 


11,000 


13,000 


17,000 


Total Home Agencies..............6++ w.ee- $140,500 


Foreign Agencies 


Levant Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, depository and office 
expenses, purchase and customhouse charges, 
manufacture and purchase of Scriptures, freight 
and storage, colporteurs’ wages and expenses, 
superintendence of colportage, insurance, rent, 
postage, stationery, traveling expenses, ex- 
change, and grants in books and in funds, esti- 
mated receipts from sales retained on the field, 
and Contributions. ........secreecsesseccccccececees 


$62,750 
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La Plata Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, depository expenses, 
customhouse charges, freight and storage, trav- 
eling expenses, colporteurs’ wages and expenses, 
grants in books, incidentals, and books sent 
from New York and purchased, estimated re- 
ceipts from sales retained on the field, and con- 
tributions 


Japan Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, depository and office 
expenses, manufacture and purchase of Scrip- 
tures, freight, storage, colporteurs’ wages and 
expenses, insurance, traveling expenses, grants 
in books, etc., estimated receipts from sales re- 
tained on the field, and contributions 


China Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, purchase and manu- 
facture of Scriptures, freight, storage, plates, 
superintendence of colportage, salaries and ex- 
penses, colporteurs’ wages and expenses, deposi- 
tory and expenses, traveling expenses,exchange, 
incidentals, estimated receipts from sales re- 
tained on the field, and contributions 


Brazil Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, depository attend- 
ance, customs, freight, storage, traveling ex- 
penses, colporteurs’ wages and expenses, in- 
cidentals, grants in books and books sent 
from New York and purchased, estimated re- 
ceipts from sales retained on the field, and con- 
tributions 


Mexico Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, depository rentals 
and salaries, traveling expenses, transportation, 
duties, commissions, colporteurs’ wages and 
expenses, grants in books, incidentals, and books 
sent from New York and purchased, estimated 
receipts from sales retained on the field, and con- 
tributions..... nao SHUN NON ACHE SUGUORASERMADBOUCe OS 


West Indies Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, depository rentals 
and salaries, traveling expenses, duties, colpor- 
teurs’ wages and expenses, grants in books and 
incidentals, and books sent from New York and 
purchased, estimated receipts from sales retained 
on the field,.and collections... ..2-...34000 «0m. qs 


Siam Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, manufacture and 
purchase of Scriptures, freight, shipping, col- 
porteurs’ wages and expenses, traveling ex- 
penses, rent, storage, incidentals, estimated re- 
ceipts from sales retained on the field, and collec- 
tions ic. 6 re harevayala ole orale vere a miele peteearecerenctelstel sisi teKoks wiegies 


Central America and Panama Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, depository and ex- 
penses, customs, freight and storage, traveling 
expenses, colporteurs’ wages and expenses, in- 
cidentals, grants in books, and books from New 
York or purchased, and collections...... Cattaninnte 


Philippines Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, depository and ex- 
penses, manufacture and purchase of Scrip- 
tures, freight, duty, cartage, colporteurs’ wages 
and expenses, traveling expenses of agent, inci- 
dentals, estimated receipts from sales retained 
on the field, and collections...... ara etes i aciere(tele s)sisiere 


South America West Coast Agency 


Salary of agency secretary, depository expenses, 
customhouse charges, freight and storage, trav- 
eling expenses, colporteurs’ wages and expenses, 
grants in books, incidentals, and books sent 
from New York and purchased, estimated re- 
ceipts from sales retained on the field, and con- 
tributions.... 
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$27,500 


41,300 


96,000 


33,000 


~ 21,900 


16,100 


14,875 


18,350 


24,120 


14,600 


Total Foreign Agencies.............55 core 


$370,495 


How Our Foreign Agents Spend Their Time 


RIENDS of our Society doubtless some- 

times wonder what its representatives do 
out on the foreign fields. They are busy men. 
Some may think of them as just selling or dis- 
tributing the Scriptures. Our letter files dis- 
close a different and more correct view. As 
a sample we print the following extracts from 
letters received from the Rev. Robert Irwin in 
charge of our work in Siam. Something of 
the variety and the value of the work done, 
as well as something of the difficulties and 
the initiative this work develops, will be found 
revealed. 

Raising and Training Workers 
Chiengrai, July 3, 1919. 

* * * Tam about at the close of my work 
here for the present. I am of the opinion that 
jt has been successful, though the results do not 
show as distinctly as I had hoped they would. 
I wanted several volunteers for foreign work 
jn China and on the French side, but have only 
a definite one. Still the elders and teachers, 
and some at least of the people, have been 


splendor of living for others. Had a class of 
men of from eight to sixteen for five weeks of 


MR. IRWIN’S CLASS AT CHIENGRAI 


training in the ‘‘ Meaning of Consecration” and 
in ‘‘The Meaning and Practice of Prayer.” 
This latter is the printed set of lessons in Lao. 
A copy of the English edition was sent you. 

I inclose a photograph of part of the class, 
taken by Mr. Bassett. It is too dark for use 
in printing, but it will let you see their faces. 
Three of them are elders—the two sitting at the 
left, Kan and Tao Uxson, and Dr. Sao, stand- 
ing between me and Mr. Bassett in the rear. 
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The three young men standing in the center 
row and the one sitting at the right are the 
boys’ school teachers. The other standing at 
the right is Nyi, my cook. Three of these 
teachers are from Nan, and I had hoped that 
they would have given some signs of advance 
in active Christian work. 

The other evening I suggested that they re- 
vive the defunct Men’s Berean Society they had 
some years ago, and they may do it. People 
in this country do not like to commit them- 
selves to any definite line of action, but will 
often act on suggestion. I am learning slowly 
enough to allow them to go their way. Ata 
conference last night Elder Kan suggested that 
whatever the Presbytery said they would do, 
and that makes clear our line of action. We 
must have a called meeting of Presbytery as 
goon as convenient. I am going to ask my 
letter from Siam Presbytery to this Presbytery 
and have a voice in the proceedings. Kan’s 
inference was that there would be no trouble 
in getting anything we need, if we go at it in 
the right way—the thing we ought to have 
learned decades ago. Why jump on these 
Orientals for being slow? 


Breaking Fresh Ground 
A letter from Mr. Telford, of the Kengtung 
Baptist Mission, says they hope to take up 
Shan (Tai) work soon. Both he and Mr. 
Hanna are studying the Shan language and 


Shan, to come over from the west of the Salwen. 
I have written congratulating him on the move 
and offering to match colporteur with evan- 
gelist up to ten in number, he to find and 
superintend the men. : 

I am seriously considering the advisability 
of using Karen colporteurs in this country. 
They are better Bible students and Christians 
than the Lao. I want to be sure of the ad- 
vantages first, however. 


Literary and Pedagogical Work 

aes *Chiengmai, August 1, L919- ‘ 

Have had two weeks of solid work here 
with two classes on the colporteur lessons and 
on getting the second series into Lao and the 
third into English. The last is finished and 
copy~sent to Japan for printing. The Lao 
will be done early next week, I hope, then I 
am to rush back to Bangkok and hope to 
return to Chiengmai when the rains drive 
Dr. Campbell in from touring; for then the 
Revision Committee will get together for 
finishing Proverbs in Lao, and I will take the 
classes in the theological school and relieve 
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Dr. Gillies. I will carry on my own line of 
training, so it is a great opportunity to kill 
two birds with one stone. 


Text-books and Practical Applications 

While I do not think the present lessons 
[by Mr. Irwin—Ep.] on Prayer are first class, 
still I am pleased with the way the men take 
hold of them and the way the lessons take 
hold of the men. They seem made for each 
other. I think they form a good foundation 
for colporteur character. 

Yesterday we had an interesting discussion 
on making our heart glad. I said: ‘‘Supposing 
you get a letter to-day telling you that your 
buffalo is stolen and that your wife and chil- 
dren are all down with fever. Can you pray 
and make your heart glad enough to sing and 


thank God?” One man said: ‘The Spirit 
can do it.”” Another said: ‘‘If we believe, we 
can.’’ Oh, these words, words, worps—how 


they blind. us! I insisted on getting to the 
bottom of their ideas and knowing whether 
trouble can actually be turned into gladness, 
and after awhile they began to think. Some 
laughed, some faces wore a troubled expres- 
sion, and a general free-and-easy discussion 
followed, from which I think some of them 
got the idea that it is not God that directly 
makes our heart, but that that lies within 
ourselves, working with God. The subject 
of the series is ‘Co-operation with God,” you 
know. 
Leading the Way into New Fields 
Two days after arriving here, Mr. Callender, 
of Prae, still being here, and Mr. Beebe, from 
Chiengrai, we met in conference on the drives, 
especially the drive into China. All the men 
of this station were present, except Dr. Cort, 
and he was represented by his wife—nine of 
usin all. That in itself was a most encourag- 
ing item, because these men are intensely busy, 
and the roads were muddy, and rain, pouring. 
They asked questions and declared themselves 
ready to co-operate with any advance that 
appeared feasible, and in the meantime to do 
all they could to get men ready for service. 
_ Nothing more definite could be done until 
_ we hear from you in regard to extra appropria- 
tion, and from Chiengrung station to know how 
| they look at the matter and what they want. 
They are greatly interested in the opening of 
| Luang Prabang and also in the opening of 
work in Roi Ett. In the latter case they think 
— the South Siam Mission ought to take the lead 
or declare that they cannot do so. The South 
Mission considers the field belongs to them, 
but they are doing nothing and practically gave 
itfup when I asked them if they had any ob- 
jection to the Adventist Mission going in, and 
they were willing. 
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Urging a Change of Policies 

A very decided change of feeling has taken 
place in Chiengmai. One man says: ‘We 
must use our native forces more’; and an- 
other says: ‘Not only that, but we must get 
on with less foreign force.’’ Both these ideas 
I have been quietly urging for years. A few 
big leaders are worth much more than a 
host of mediocre men. Of course, we have 
to face the fact that expressions such as 
these do not actually mean a decided change 
of action. Ideas have to soak a long time 
before they become action, often. But the 
expressions make the beginning of action. 
The station here is ready to have a called 
meeting of Presbytery as soon as we get definite 
word to go ahead, and in any case the matters 
now pending will come up for discussion at a 
general conference of native workers here in 
October. I shall try to be present. 


Fruitful Labors of Colporteurs 

Dr. Campbell in his last report says: ‘‘ During 
May and June your good faithful workers have 
placed Scriptures in practically every house- 
hold in twenty-one villages. Much work has 
also been done in other villages and some in 
the city, and Scriptures have been sent long 
distances.* * * Twenty-one persons among 
these to whom your workers presented the 
Gospel message have taken their stand publicly 
as Christians. You will rejoice to know that 
Nawng Prateet, where you conducted some 
Bible studies for leaders and where one of 
your workers has his home, has now a class of 
nineteen persons preparing for baptism. Also 
that three new households recently became 
Christians at R. Pawn, one of the villages you 
visited. Also another household at M. Pao, 
where Chaima, one of your students, is labor- 
ing faithfully, combining colporteur work with 
his other work very successfully.* * * I 
think this ends another half year of your fruit- 
fil labors. Please express to the New York 
office [of the American Bible Society] our high 
appreciation of the great work which they are 
doing in this land, and please permit us to 
express. to you personally our sincere gratitude 
for the helpful co-operation which you are 
constantly promoting, and which is certain to 
be even more richly blessed in the future than 
in the past.” 

Conferences and Mission Meetings | 
Bangkok, Sept. 3, 1919. 

* * * Chiengmai is to have a conference of 
their native workers early in October, and I 
want, if possible, to attend. I can hardly do it. 
Lakawn plans a class for me October first, and 
Prae follows, then Nan. By that time Mission 
meeting will convene at Prae. So my time is 
fully planned for. Mission meeting of the 


AI SIANG 


South Mission convenes here September 10th. 
I plan to attend both of these. 
Ai Siang 

Am sending you under separate cover a 
photograph of Ai Siang, a Kamu lately come 
to the theological school in Chiengmai from his 
home in Muang Sai, away up in French terri- 
tory. He says the people are faithful to the 
teachings of the Scriptures and of the mis- 
sionaries of twenty years ago. He is one of 
the first Christians. The French will not allow 
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them to have instruction, and they have to 
meet very carefully for worship. It is very 
remarkable that for all these years they have 
held together and even increased in number 
without the visit of a missionary. Such people 
ought to be worth working for, and we ought 
to look forward to their making energetic and 


steadfast Christian teachers when they get a 


chance. 
Difficulties 
Bangkok, Sept. 19, 1919. 

* * * While I was away up north, my bright 
boy ordered a big number of Chinese Scriptures 
from the British Society in Shanghai—we 
needed them—but I like to keep the business 
end of the office in my own hands. The in- 
voice has just come, with prices doubled. I 
had the invoice for a day; and this will show 
you some of the things we have out here in 
this bright land. My boy, Mark Mojdara, 
has been sick for a week, and I picked up a 
lad that passed himself off for a simean (clerk). 
I sent him to get the goods through the Customs 
and he lost the papers—the whole outfit. So 
how can I pay the bill? May be the exchange 
will have dropped by the time I get a dupli- 
cate. 

Twelfth Pony Dead—-A Problem of 
Transportation 
Bangkok, Oct. 6, 1919. 

* * * Did I tell you that I have news that my 
riding pony is dead? I left him in Chiengmai 
with just a chance of recovery. He makes the 
twelfth and cleans the slate, a net loss of over 
ticals six hundred. And that raises a new 
problem of transportation. 

The Siam Expeditionary force has recently re- 
turned and we had a great celebration by the 
members of the Allied nations. The soldiers 
speak highly of the Americans and Canadians. 


Testimonies on the Value of a Universal Bible Sunday 


4 Rae American Bible Society has received many comments on the value of a Universal 
Bible Sunday. Some of them have already appeared in the public press of the country. 
It would not be difficult to fill a whole issue of the Recorp with comments, but those which 
appear here and on various pages of this issue are sufficient to act as samples, and to be read 


with interest: 


I never knew a wise man who was not 
familiar with the Scriptures. I never knew a 
public speaker who reached the hearts of his 
hearers, who did not draw upon the Bible for 
his best illustration and most convincing epi- 
grams. It is the only book that informs the 
mind, enlightens the conscience, and furnishes 
a true light to the pathway. No man is edu- 
cated who is not versed in the Book of books. 
If he is profoundly versed in the Bible, he is 
educated in head and heart, no matter how 
ignorant of other books. Every Sunday is 


Bible Sunday, but a special emphasis upon a 
given day will sharply call the attention of 
the country that it is the Rock upon which 
our country and its future safely rests. 
JOsEPHUS DANIELS, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Whatever emphasizes the importance, of the 
Bible cannot fail to do good. It is the foun- 
dation of our civilization. 

FRANK CRANE, 
Writer. 
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I believe the plan isa good one. We must 
impress upon our people respect for law and 
order, for the constituted authorities, and that 
true liberty is found within the law. We must 
impress upon them their obligations to the na- 
tion and to each other. I believe your plan 


will help in this. ImONARD: Woon: 


Major-General U.S. A. 


Yes, indeed, the Holy Bible does lie at the 


foundation of our civil and religious liber- 


ties. May we read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest its sacred teachings and help others to 


do the same. DANIEL S. TUTTLE, 
Bishop, Protestant Episcopal Church. 


The spirit which it is hoped will be engen- 
dered by the setting aside of this day, is one 
which cannot fail to contribute a serious influ- 
ence in the consideration of the grave problems 
which, at this time, are so numerous, both in 
our own country and in the world. The after- 
math of the war has left the consequences of 
war evils to be dealt with; the world’s supply 
of food and clothing is insufficient, and with 
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the rising tide of democratic liberty throughout 
the world, there comes perhaps a certain dis- 
content for the slowness with which all that 
liberty means is to be realized. It will do us 
all good to have our minds set to consider the 
real foundations of human happiness and prog- 
ress, which are, of course, as history shows, of 
justice and generosity and industry. These 
virtues are inculcated by the Bible. 
Newton D. Baker, 
Secretary of War. 


It has been said that the sum total of all 
wisdom is comprised between the covers of four 
books—Shakespeare, Milton, Homer, and the 
Bible. In large measure at least, the saying 
is true; but if, out of the four books cited, only 
one could be chosen as the inspiration of life, 
that book would, by the practically unanimous 
voice of humankind, undoubtedly be the Bible, 
as possessing the wisdom and spiritual guid- 
ance which, together, in largest degree con- 
tribute to the perfection of character and lead 
to “the peace that passeth all understanding.” 

W. B. WILson, 
Secretary of Labor. 


A Great Day for America and the World 


AYFLOWER Universal Bible Sunday 


will be a great day for America and 


the world, if careful preparation, enthusiastic 
promotion, and hearty response from Chris- 
tian leaders in all parts of America, and even in 
some foreign countries, are favorable criteria. 
The day will mean much to all Americans, 
irrespective of creed, who are moved with 
gratitude for the profound blessings which 
have come to us, individually and nationally, 
as a direct result of the coming of the Pilgrim 
Fathers with the Open Bible to found the only 
government on earth which cherishes the 
national motto ‘‘In GOD we trust.” > 
There is real need for all Christian bodies, 
at least once a year, to be reminded of the 
goodness of God in revealing himself to all 
men who read the Holy Scriptures, and to 


consider their responsibility for sending the 
Good News of the Word of God to the ends 
of the earth. 


The perspective of three months that has 


elapsed since Universal Bible Sunday on No- 


vember 30, 1919, has made it possible to view 
with greater accuracy than before the great 
importance which local church workers are 
placing on the observance of Bible Sunday. 
The letters which have been received from 
those who participated last year indicate that 


Bible Sunday was a red letter day in the 


church calendar. 


iz : # 
; 


Many correspondents have advised the So- 
ciety of their gratitude for the literature which 
was supplied to make the day a success, in such 
expressions as the following typical ones: 

“The service on Universal Bible Sunday 
was a great success, and our people were very 
interested. I shall be pleased to co-operate 
on November 28, 1920.”—‘‘I am very grateful 
to you for the literature you sent me for the 
observance of Universal Bible Sunday.” —‘‘We 
observed Universal Bible Sunday and had a 
very profitable time of it. I thank you for 
the programmes.’—‘‘The Mayflower Tercen- 
tenary literature will be particularly welcome.” 

The reason for the success of Bible Sunday 
is suggested by a letter which was received 
from another pastor, saying: ‘‘We find the 
people are more interested in the Bible and 
its truths than they are in anything else. 
The war has presented a splendid opportunity 
of presenting the Bible as a book that 1s al- 
ways a little in advance of the time in which 
we live.” j f ; 

Many churches did not restrict their parti- 
cipation in Bible Sunday to a single service, 
but went into the undertaking as thoroughly 
as a Connecticut Church, which reported: 
“Our programme was a sermon at the morning 
service, the use of your leaflets at the Sunday- 
school session, the Christian Endeavor meeting 
led by the pastor, emphasizing the use of the 
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Bible, and a stereopticon lecture at the even- 
ing service on “‘How we got our Bible.”’ 
While no request was made that the churches 
which used the American Bible Society litera- 
ture should take collections for the Bible cause, 
many church workers wrote to the Society 
reporting that the church was sending in a 
contribution as the direct result of the ob- 
servance of Bible Sunday. ‘‘We had a good 
day this year with the unique Book, and the 
cause is in our budget.’”—‘‘We had every 
class take part in the public service, and we 
had a glorious time. We took a collection for 
the Bible cause.”—‘‘We had a stimulating 


The truths about God and man and all 
relations between them revealed in the 
Holy Scriptures underlie the permanence 
of our civilization. The declaration and 
application of these truths should be the 
aim of every Christian preacher every time 
he speaks, no matter what the occasion 
may be. ** Universal Bible Sunday ’’ 
should emphasize the fact that every 
Sunday and every day should be sanctified 
by living the realities that the Bible re- 
veals. 


W. C. BITTING, 
Baptist Minister. 


service, which netted very pleasing results 
from the observance of Bible Day. In the 
future you may expect hearty co-operation 
from our church.”’ 

Many churches doubtless received a spirit- 
ual blessing from the emphasis on the im- 
portance of the Bible, which resulted from the 
special service on Bible Sunday. One Sunday- 
school worker writes: ‘‘We had a successful 
service on Universal Bible Sunday. After 
that there was quite a movement among the 
parents to obtain Bibles and Testaments for 
their children.” 

Not only did churches benefit from the 
observance of Bible Sunday, but it was one of 
inspiration and benefit to the Auxiliary Bible 
Societies. The secretary of a middle-west 
society reported: ‘‘We celebrated Universal 
Bible Sunday with the best public meeting we 
have ever held, and we decided to observe 
Mayflower Universal Bible Sunday Novem- 
ber 28, 1920.” 

Even in Constantinople, that stronghold of 
Islam, Universal Bible Sunday was observed 
anda blessing received, as evidenced by the 
following pleasing letter received from Mr. 
W. W. Peet, Acting Agency Secretary of the 
American Bible Society: 

_ “You will be glad to know that we succeeded 
in having a Bible Sunday in Constantinople. 
With the help of Mr. Cassapi I had prepared 


a pretty full statement of the work of the 
American Bible Society, both in America and 
abroad. This statement was drawn very 
largely from the bound volumes of the REcoRD 
which you have sent, and contained in addi- 
tion a good array of statistics covering the 
distribution of Scriptures both at home and 
abroad, especially in Turkey. A quantity of 
this material was furnished to several of our 
native pastors and a very interesting service 
was held at Robert College, in which this ma- 
terial was largely used. The native congre- 
gations generally observed the day.” 

From Dr. Franklin E. Hoskins, our Secre- 
tary in Beirut, Syria, has come this interesting 
news : 

‘““The BrpLte Society RecorpD came in time 
to have both Arabic and English sermons 
preached on the Universal Bible Sunday, even 
though the printed programmes and sugges- 
tions did not reach us until after the appointed 
date. We took up a collection in the Anglo- 
American church to the amount of $25 for the 
Bible Society, and the children of the Arabic 
Sunday school contributed another $5. Ihave 
great pleasure in enclosing herewith a cheque 
for $30. There is a possibility of receiving 
some other small contributions, which I shall 
account for later. If I am not mistaken this 
is the first special gift received from the home- 
land of the Bible, and I shall hope that these 
first fruits from Syria after the Great War, 
will be followed by ever-increasing sums an- 
nually.”’ 

Argentina will be represented in the par- 
ticipation in Mayflower Universal Bible Sun- 
day, a missionary in that country having al- 
ready placed an order for a supply of literature 


Every Sunday, in a_ well-organized 
church and Sunday school, is fifty-two 
times a year a Bible Sunday. But I real- 
ize what you mean by the Bible Society 
making it a special Sunday, in order to 
bring before the people the necessity of 
the great organizations that print and 
circulate the Bible, and their value to the 

§ cities and nations in which they are lo- 
cated. With the latter view of the im- 

f portance of a ‘‘ Bible Sunday,’’ I very 

{[ greatly agree, and I approve of the idea. 


JOHN WANAMAKER. 


which will be translated into Spanish for the 
occasion. ‘The interesting letter states: ‘‘ While 
we do not observe such a day here, yet we 
could have a Bible Sunday or incorporate avail-_ 
able material in a programme with telling 
effect. For, as you are aware, the great dearth _ 
here is for the Word of God. As we can always — 
a . P 


? 


: 


i 
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get a large crowd to a ‘fiesta,’ by this means 
we could arouse more interest and convince 
the unbelieving. We find it quite difficult to 
secure Spanish material for such times, but I 
do not anticipate much difficulty in translating 
these.” 

The number of church workers who last 
year used programmes and other literature 
supplied by the American Bible Society, and 
who have already placed their requests for 


News for 


HE American Bible Society hopes soon to 
have ready the four Gospels and the 
Psalms in the Revised Braille Grade One and 
A Half—the grade adopted by the associations 
of teachers and workers for the blind as a com- 
promise and improvement over the American 
and English Braille, with the hope that it will 
rapidly become the universal type. 
Correspondence with the state schools for 
the blind and others especially interested in the 
adoption of the Revised Braille discovers that, 
while it is being taught to beginners, it will be 
some years before there is a wide need for the 
Scriptures in it. However, in view of the fact 
that soldiers blinded in the war are being in- 
structed in this Revised Braille Grade One 
and A Half, the Society is not waiting until 
the need is fairly widespread, but has taken 
steps, as announced above, so that some por- 
tion of the Bible may be available as soon as 
possible for them and any others. 
Announcement will be made through the 
public press and the magazines for the blind 
as soon as the Gospel of John, which is being 
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similar literature to use in the observance of 
Mayflower Universal Bible Sunday on No- 
vember 28, 1920, is growing rapidly. From 
every quarter there is enthusiastic assurance 
that pastors, Sunday-school workers, and 
editors of denominational periodicals are plan- 
ning on giving their heartiest co-operation to 
the Secretaries in the undertaking to make 
Mayflower Universal Bible Sunday a great 
day for America and for the world. 


the Blind 
prepared first, is published. It is expected 
from the press about May ist. The Psalms 


I think your movement for the ‘‘Univer- 
sal Bible Sunday”’ is a good thing. My 


own judgment is that the more people 
read the Bible, the better they are off. 
CHAMP CLARK, 
Speaker, House of Representatives. 


will follow, and then the remaining three 
Gospels, we hope, at intervals of about a 
month. 

The American Bible Society has for years 
been publishing the whole Bible in the Ameri- 
can Braille, in the New York Point, both the 
old one-page style and the new or bipage style, 
and in the Line Letter, and has distributed 
tens of thousands of copies in these systems. 
In addition, it imports and supplies the whole 
Bible in the English Braille and the Moon 
System. It rejoices in this opportunity to be of 
service to all handicapped with blindness. 


Notes and Comments 


RIENDS of the Bible and believers in the 
value of its reading can rejoice in the 
action taken by the Alabama Legislature re- 


a 


The plan for a ‘‘ Universal Bible Sunday” 
deserves the hearty support of Christian 
people throughout the country. As great 
literature, as a source of ethical principles 
applicable to these troubled times, as an 
inspiration to higher personal life and 
social loyalty the Bible cannot be too ear- 
nestly exalted. 
GEORGE E. VINCENT, 

President, Rockefeller Foundation. 


ported by Dr. Frank Marston, Agency Secre- 
tary in charge of our work in that state: 


It may interest you to know that the Alabama 


Legislature has just passed a bill requiring the teach- 
ing of the Bible in all schools of the state supported 
in whole, or in part, by state funds. 

e e 


January has been a month full of remark- 
able gatherings in the interest of the Kingdom. 
Ushered in by the Eighth Annual Convention 
of the Student Volunteer Movement, at Des 
Moines, Iowa, on December 31st to January 
Ath, where several thousand were gathered, 
the outstanding events of the month in this 
respect were the World Survey Conference at 
Atlantic City in the following week, succeeded 
the week after by the Foreign Missions’ Con- 
ference at New Haven and the Home Missions’ 
Council in New York City, and a week later 
by the annual gathering of the Home Agency 
Secretaries of the Bible Society. An action 
concerning the American Bible Society adopted 
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by the Foreign Missions’ Conference appears 
elsewhere. Reports of important phases of the 
Home Agency Secretaries’ Conference will be 
also reported separately. The World Survey 
Conference emphasized among other things the 
need of very greatly increased provision of the 
Word of God, both in the number of languages 
and in the number of volumes. 
° 

Tue Puerto Rico Evangelico, one of the best 
of the Latin-American missionary papers, has 
given its whole number for November 25, 1919, 


I most heartily indorse a movement for 
the observance of ‘‘ Universal Bible Sun- 
day,’’ and urge upon all a renewal of a 


study of the Bible, that always holds some- 


thing new for us. If we but follow its 
teachings, we shall all be truly good Amer- 
icans. 


CALVIN COOLIDGE, 
Governor of Massachusetts. 


to the Bible. It placed, on the outside, the 
picture of the vast audience in the outdoor 
auditorium in Berkeley, California, which was 
addressed by President Roosevelt in connec- 
tion with the Tercentenary celebration. It 
has a number of fine articles. Among them 
we refer to one by Sr. Emilio del Toro, judge 
of the Supreme Court, a notable public man, 
who recommends to the mothers of South 
America the reading of the New Testament, in 
the following words: 

“Tf I had the privilege of communicating 
with all of the mothers of Latin America 
for only one moment during my lifetime, 
I would employ it entirely in recommend- 
ing that they place in the hands of their 
children the New Testament, being sure 
of obtaining for them the most noble and 
enduring influence of all the influences 
which could exercise themselves in the 

human conscience of this world.” 


This is one of the union papers, and to the 
secretary of the Committee on Co-operation in 
Latin America, the Rev. Samuel G. Inman, 
we are indebted for the translation of the 
sentence just quoted. 


ON Universal Bible Sunday, November 30th, 
an Auxiliary Bible Society was formed at 
Orangeburg, S. C., chiefly through the activity 
of Mr. Mortimer Glover. 

At a union meeting held at St. Paul’s Metho- 
dist Church, a well-attended and enthusiastic 
service was conducted. A number of addresses 
were made, and the following officers chosen: 
President, Dr. Vance W. Brabham; Vice- 
Presidents, Rev. W. S. Johnson, Rev. P. E. 
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Shealy, Rev. R. L. Merryman, and Rev. 
George E. Davis; Secretary, Mr. R. F. Bryant; 
Treasurer, Mr. W. B. Thompson; Depositary, 
Mr. D. H. Marchant. 

Bi ol ae 

Tue fertile brain and pen of the Rev. Charles 
Stelzle finds openings in the daily press for 
suggestive messages about the Bible. Articles 
supplied to a newspaper association have been 
very widely printed. 

In one of the Washington, D. C., papers 
appeared an article on “‘ How to Think through 
the Bible’ one week; and in the following 
week another under the question “Got a 
Bible?” The same paper published on the 
front page from day to day, a page from an 
edition of the Bible known as “‘ Mothers’ Bible.”’ 


Tue International Film Service Company of 
New York sends us word that their representa- 
tive has made a trip to the Holy Land and is 
obtaining good photographs of the changes 
and conditions under Christian rule. This will 
be of interest to many of our correspondents 
who frequently ask about such pictures. 

THE students of the Garrett Biblical Insti- 
tute of Chicago recently raised a fund which, 
together with a donation from the American 
Bible Society, supplied a blind fellow-student 
with the Scriptures in embossed type—New 
York Point. Word has come that Dr. 
Stuart, the president, ‘‘made a very impressive 
ceremony of the presentation of these volumes” 
at a gathering of the students. A balance of 
the fund raised was sent to the Bible Society 
as an additional aid for its world-wide work. 


Tue Education and Recreation Branch of 
the War Department has taken over charge of 
welfare work in the Army, relieving all such 


I cordially indorse the notion of a ‘‘Bible 
Sunday.’’ That day could be used either 
in pulpit prelude or in entire sermon de- 
voted to that subject to give a good word 
to the Book of God. A ‘‘ Universal Bible 
Sunday ’”’ would be fitting the Universal 
Bible Book. 


WILLIAM A. QUAYLE, 
Bishop, Methodist Episcopal Church. 


organizations as the American Library Asso- 
ciation, the Y. M. C. A., the Red Cross, the 
War Camp Community Service, Knights of 
Columbus, etc. In response to a request from 


the officer in charge of the Camp Activities 


Section, the Board of Managers has agreed 


to continue to make free grants of Scriptures — 
for the use of the libraries and the individual 
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soldiers, so long as its resources permit. This, 
however, will not involve grants to individuals 
who wish themselves to distribute the books 
to the soldiers. The grants will go directly 
from the American Bible Society through the 
officials of the Education and Recreation 
Branch of the War Department, to the men. 

Joy over the prospect of more adequate 
funds, and need for a more adequate supply of 


That the Bible should be read and 
studied by all men and women, must be 
the desire of everyone who reflects at all 
upon the condition of the world at the 


present time. Anything that can be done 
to spread the reading of the Bible ought to 
receive universal support, and I trust that 
your ‘‘ Universal Bible Sunday’’ may 
have every success. 
HC LODGE; 
U. S. Senator. 


Scriptures are expressed by Dr. Frank Mar- 


ston, of our Central Agency, in the following 


extract from a recent letter: 
I am so glad that the appropriation for 1920 has 
been increased. I regret now that I did not apply 
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for $15,000. But this will enable me to increase the 
work some, though the increased cost price of every- 
thing will just about keep things in status quo. I 
really wonder how some of my men eke out an 
existence. One of my very best men told me last 


summer that the very best he could do in the matter 
of meals was twenty cents a meal. He said he was 
trying to be economical. I didn’t dispute his word 
on the meal proposition. I do not think Mr. Hoover 
could beat that. 

I must put on a larger force of men, provided I 
can be sure of getting the books to keep them going. 
I’m afraid this strike you have been contending with 
has caused you great trouble. 


Tue Centenary of Medical Missions is to 
be celebrated in March, 1920, under the aus- 
pices of the Committee of Reference and 
Counsel of the Foreign Missions’ Conference 
of North America. A committee of over one 
hundred has been appointed in charge. The 
celebration will recall that in 1819 the Rev. 
John Scudder, M.D., first medical missionary 
from America, sailed for India and began his 
work there. It will also be the fiftieth anni- 
versary of the sailing of the first woman doctor, 
Clara Swain, M.D., thus recognizing a jubilee 
as well as a centennial. Fuller information 
may be obtained from Mr. F. P. Turner, 25 
Madison Avenue, New York. 


Reading the Bible* 


Prof. William Lyon Phelps, Ph.D., Yale University, New Haven, Conn. 


HEN I was five years old my mother 

offered me a dollar if I would read 
the Bible through, from the first chapter of 
Genesis to the last chapter of Revelation. I 
confess that my price has risen since then, but 
in my boyhood I had more leisure and less 
cash than I have now. My total income was 
six cents a week; and as I expected to deposit 
one cent in the contribution box every Sunday 
I always figured my income as five cents— 
unconsciously prophetic of the modern in- 
come-tax law. I am glad that my mother 
bribed me to read the Bible, and glad that 
she forced me to pay my way in church. At 


Apart from the mental discipline and emo- 
tional enrichment obtained from these books 
there exists to a higher degree the same reason 
as for the inclusion of classics in university 
education—the pleasure arising when edu- 
cated people have the same background, a 
common storehouse of memory from which 
current coin may freely circulate. 

_In the Cornell Sun, March, 1915, the ven- 
erable Andrew D. White, in response to a 
request that he should name the books that 
had given him most real profit and abiding 
pleasure, began his article with this para- 
graph: ‘“‘First of all, like most American boys 


and girls of my time, I was brought up to 
read the Bible, and was nurtured in one of 
the religious bodies which incorporates into 
its worship very many of the noblest parts of 
our sacred books. Of these, the portions 
which have always seemed to me to give the 
keynote to the whole have been, for the Old 
Testament, the grander Psalms, the nobler 
portions of Isaiah, and, above all, the sixth 
chapter of Micah; and in the New Testament, 
the utterances ascribed to Jesus himself, of 
which the Sermon on the Mount is supreme, 
with St. James’s definition of ‘pure religion 
and undefiled’ and St. Paul’s description of 


first I thought more of the dollar than of the 
Holy Writ; but as I became interested I 
found keener joy in the race than in the prize. 
The best books for children are those that 
never were intended for children. The ordi- 
nary child’s Christmas book has an intolerable 
air of condescension, like the ingratiating smile 
of the professional speaker to boys, who de- 
eives only those in bad health. Even chil- 
dren deserve intellectual respect and profit by 
it. No better books for children exist than 
ilgrim’s Progress, Gulliver’s Travels, Robin- 
1 Crusoe, Shakespeare, and the Bible. 


* From the Methodist Review. 


oo 
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‘charity.’ erfection of English diction and plucked the spear out of the Egyptian’s hand, 
Stee ‘ eee bene 8 and slew him with his own spear. These things did 


there is, in the whole range of literature, nothing 
to surpass thestory of Joseph and his brethren.” 

When I first read the Bible I made up my 
own mind as to the real moral value of certain 
celebrated achievements and was encouraged 
to express my views in the family conversa- 
tion. It seemed to me that the murder of 
Sisera when he was asleep was treacherous 
and detestable, and I obtained no pleasure 
from the Song of Deborah: 


The mother of Sisera looked out at a window, and 
cried through the lattice, Why is his chariot so long 
in coming? Why tarry the wheels of his chariots? 


Many years later, while at an Episcopal 
church one evening, whither I had gone to 
hear one of my favorite preachers, the Rev. 
Harry P. Nichols, I was both surprised and 
pleased to hear him say at the conclusion 
of the reading for the day, which was this 
same song, ‘“‘We should remember that the 
glorification of this abominable deed came 
from Deborah, and not from Almighty God.” 
Yet Sisera was a scoundrel and the result of 
his deletion was good; the land had rest forty 
years. Furthermore, if he had won the battle, 
we learn from the words of his own mother— 
capable tigress for such a cub—that Captain 
Sisera would have treated the captured men 
and women even as the Germans treated the 
French and the Belgians. 

Nor did I ever think highly of David’s ex- 
ploit in killing Goliath. All small boys like 
heavy-weight champions; and it may be I had 
a sneaking fondness for the big fellow. Any- 
how, it seemed to me that David did not fight 
fair. Goliath came out with the legitimate 
weapons for a stand-up fight; David stood at 
a safe distance and punctured his thick head 
with a slingshot. If he had missed the first 
time he had four more stones to throw, and 
if he had failed to make a hit with any of 
them he would doubtless have run away, and 
Goliath, encumbered with his heavy suit, 
would have found it quite impossible to catch 
him. I felt that David was something like a 
mucker who, afraid to fight with his fists, 
throws stones from a coign of vantage; or like 
aman with a magazine gun taking the measure 
of a hippopotamus. David’s affair with Go- 
liath compares unfavorably with the exploit 
of Benaiah, narrated in that wonderful 
eleventh chapter of the first book of Chronicles, 
which celebrates three mighty men: 


Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant 
man of Kabzeel, who had done many acts; he slew 
two lionlike men of Moab: also he went down and 
slew a lion in a pit in a snowy day. And he slew an 
Egyptian, a man of great stature, five cubits high; 
and in the Egyptian’s hand was a spear like a weay- 
er’s beam; and he went down to him with a staff, 


Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and had the name 
among the three mighties. 


I had to comfort myself with the reflection 
that on other occasions David exhibited plenty 
of real courage. 

One day by mere chance I hit upon an 
expedient that not only helped me to remem- 
ber the Bible stories, but which I heartily 
recommend to all parents and guardians who 
still wish to have the youth intrusted to their 
care become familiar with the Scriptures. I 
was drawing pictures. My prolonged and 
unusual silence in the room aroused the in- 
terest of my mother: ‘‘What are you doing 
there?”’ ‘Drawing pictures!” “But don’t 
you know this is Sunday? You must not 
draw pictures on Sunday.” 

Nobody ought to infer from this that my 
mother was grim. She and I were most in- 
timate friends, understood each other per- 
fectly, and got along together beautifully. 

Suddenly I remembered the Bible. “But, 
mother, it’ll be all right to draw Szble pic- 
tures?”’? She turned this suggestion up and 
down in her mind and found it good. I there- 
fore set to work, and after another period of 
silence proudly exhibited to her a soldier 
armed to the teeth, literally, for, in addition 
to gun and pistol, he had a large knife in his 
mouth. 

“Didn’t I tell you 

“But, mother, this is Joab.” 

From this accidental Sabbatarian exploit I 
conceived the idea of drawing a picture to 
illustrate every chapter in the Bible. And 
this method I recommend to the young; for 
if one draws a picture for each chapter one 
must. read the whole chapter through to find 
the best available subject, and in this way 
much will be remembered. It is not neces- 
sary to possess even rudimentary skill with 
the pencil. I was obliged to label my pic- 
tures distinctly—a union of literature and 
art—in order that spectators might know 
whether the picture were animal, vegetable, 
or mineral—the invariable first inquiry in the 
game ‘‘Twenty Questions.” ; 

In the process of illustrating the whole 
sacred volume I got along excellently well. 
In Genesis, Joshua, Judges, Kings, there were 
frequent fights. But when I plunged into the ~ 
jungle of Paul’s doctrinal epistles it was hard 
sledding.! It is not easy properly to illustrate 
some of the chapters in Romans. I remember 
reading through the whole eighth chapter and 
finishing in despair. Determined not to be 
stumped, I began to read it again and was 
brought up with a turn at the twenty-second 
verse: ‘“‘the whole creation groaneth.” I 
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to work with an inspiration. At that time 
I knew nothing of spiritual anguish; I sup- 
posed that people groaned only when there 
was something the matter with them. Like 
all small boys I had eaten many green apples, 
sometimes with disastrous results. My con- 
ception of this passage was not altogether 
without a certain vast grandeur. I literally 
supposed that once upon a time every living 
person in the world had a stomach-ache at 
the same moment; hence universal groaning. 
I therefore drew a picture of a large number 
of people standing in a circle, each with 
his hands upon his abdomen, each shrieking 
“Ouch! ouch! ouch!’’ and under it I wrote: 


THE WHOLE CREATION GROANETH. 


When I brought this picture to my mother 
she looked at it and for some minutes was 
unable to speak; she paid it that reverent 
silence which I suppose is the highest tribute 
to art. Then she told me that I had made 
an original contribution to New Testament 
interpretation, for no commentator in the 
world had ever thought of this explanation. 
I retired proudly. After I grew up, I mis- 
takenly regarded my exegesis as absurd; and 
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it was only a few years ago that my respect 
for it was restored by my friend President 
Hadley. I had narrated the story, and he 
immediately said that, after all, I was cor- 
rect; for from the orthodox point of view it 
was the unauthorized ‘eating of apples that 
made the whole creation groan. 

For those who wish to read the whole Bible, 
and everyone at some time ought to read it 
all, those of systematic habits can read it 
through—omitting the Apocrypha—in exactly 
one year. There are 1,188 chapters; 928 in 
the old Testament, 260 in the New. Reading 
three chapters every week day and five every 
Sunday one will finish the undertaking within 
the year. Or, reading only on Sundays, and 
only the New Testament, five chapters each 
Sunday will complete the task on the fifty- 
second day. This is a chronological rather 
than a logical way of reading the Bible, but it 
has its merits. It is naturally much better 
to read a whole book, or a whole connected 
narrative, in one sitting. I remember, when 
caught in the rain one Sunday in a small 
town in England, that I pleasantly celebrated 
being marooned by reading the Gospel accord- 
ing to Mark without rising from my chair. 


(To be continued.) 


Actions on the American Bible Society 
The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America 


N view of the tercentenary of the landing 

of the Pilgrim fathers from the “May- 
flower,” and the important part the Bible 
had in the thoughts and actions of that 
company, in the life of the country and in 
the subsequent history of the colonists, on 
recommendation of the Executive Com- 


mittee, the Administrative Committee of the 
Federal Council at its meeting held on Fri- 
day, December 19, 1919, took the following 
action: 
“Tt was voted to request the churches to 
set aside the last Sunday in November 
as Universal Bible Sunday.” 


The Foreign Missions’ Conference of North America 


T the Twenty-seventh Foreign Missions’ 
A Conference of North America, held at 
New Haven, Conn., the following resolution 
was adopted on January 15, 1920: - 

Whereas, the Sacred Scriptures constitute 
the text-book of Christian propaganda and are 
indispensable to the Christian program, and 

Whereas, the American Bible Society 1s the 
principal agency representing the Christian 

churches of the United States of America in 
the translation, publication, and circulation of 
the Scriptures throughout the world; and 

Whereas, the Christian churches contemplate 

a forward movement in their missionary enter- 
prise immensely augmenting their program ; and 

Whereas, the American Bible Society 1s de- 
pendent for its support on the gifts of the 
churches; and 


Whereas, some denominational bodies par- 
ticipating in this forward movement have made 
no special provision in their budgets for the 
Bible cause; be it 

Resolved: ‘That the Foreign Missions’ Con- 
ference heartily endorses the work of the 
American Bible Society and its purpose to set 
up a program commensurate with the advance 
program of the Christian churches, and we 
recommend to all Christian denominations in 
the United States of America that in develop- 
ing their missionary work they take such steps 
as they deem best to insure that the supply of 
Scriptures shall keep pace with the growth of 
the work throughout the world, and that the 
Secretary be instructed to transmit this action 
to the appropriate leaders in each denomina- 
tion represented in this Conference. 
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The National Council of Congregational Churches 


T the meeting of the National Council of 

Congregational Churches held at Grand 

Rapids, Mich., in October, 1919, the following 
action was taken: 

Resolved : ; 

1. That the National Council of Congrega- 
tional Churches recognize the service of the 
American Bible Society as indispensable to its 
missions, home and foreign. 

2. That the request of the American Bible 
Society to be placed among the official benev- 
olences of the Congregational churches on the 


The General Conference of 

T the meeting of the General Conference 

of the Evangelical Association, held at 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa, in October, 1919, the fol- 
lowing action was taken: 


The General Conference having received a 
report of the American Bible Society through 
an address by the Rev. S. H. Kirkbride, D.D., 
recognizes the work of this Society, which it 
has carried on for over 104 years, as of far- 
reaching importance and as indispensable to 
missionary work both in the home and foreign 
fields. In addition to the distribution of the 
Scriptures, which is its principal task, the 
Society is constantly engaged in furthering 
translation and revision of the Scriptures. 
Your Committee (Benevolent Institutions) 
would recommend the following actions for 
the approval of General Conference: 

1. We recognize that the Bible is essential 

to the life of all our churches as well as to 


appointment basis, be referred with power to 
the Commission on Missions. 

3. That the National Council of Con- 
gregational. Churches approves of the plan 
of the American Bible Society in setting 
apart the last Sunday in November as 
‘‘Universal Bible Sunday” for the pur- 
pose of promoting a deeper personal inter- 
est in the Word of God; and that all the 
churches be requested to take part as far as 
may be practicable in the observance of 
“Bible Sunday”’ at or near the Thanksgiv- 
ing season. 


the Evangelical Association 


our missions, home and foreign, and be- 
lieve that the production and distribu- 
tion of the Scriptures is a responsibility 
which the Evangelical Association should 
more definitely share. 

2. Inasmuch as the Society has established 
an Advisory Council of representatives 
of the Evangelical denominations, we 
recommend that Bishop S. C. Breyfogel 
be appointed the representative of the 
Evangelical Association in this council. 

3. We heartily indorse the plan of the Bible 
Society to celebrate the last Sunday in 
November each year as Universal Bible 
Sunday, and we urge our people, as far 
as practicable, to join in the observance 
of that day. 

4. We further recommend that the American 
Bible Society receive fifty per cent. of 
the amount apportioned for the Bible 
cause by the Finance Commission. 


The Seventh-Day Adventists 


HE following action was taken by the 

General Conference Committee of the 
Seventh-Day Adventists in January, 1920: 

Recognizing the Bible Society as one of the 


great missionary agencies, and its work in the 
production and distribution of the Word of 


A Correspondent 


HE word “correspondent ’’ will have 

been observed by our readers in various 
publications of the American Bible Society, 
used in a peculiar way. The question may 
have arisen in their minds as to what was 
meant thereby. Many missionaries and others 
interested in Christian work, both foreigners 


God in the various languages as fundamental 
in all missionary endeavor, it is 

Voted, That appropriation to the work of 
the American Bible Society be provided regu- 
larly in the annual budget of appropriations 
made by the General Conference for mission- _ 
ary work. 


at Work in Brazil 


and natives of the land, often wish to share in 
the great work of circulating the Scriptures, 
though not employed for this purpose. Some 
of them receive a commission—others are sup-— 
plied with the books for which they gladly 
remit amounts received from sale without 
taking any compensation themselves. Such 
~ . 
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are technically known as “ Correspondents.”’ 
Valuable service in difficult fields is often ren- 
dered by them. The accompanying letter 
depicts what one correspondent 
doing: 


has been 


Goyaz City, Brazil, S. A. 

It’s a long cry from here to my home in 
Maceio. I arrived here with my trooper and 
one pack mule a few days ago. We are rest- 
ing a few days ere pushing on for the Araguaya 
river 140 miles N.W. of this. Goyaz is about 
lat. 16° S. by long. 50°, if you care to look it 
up. I travel right down the whole course of 
the wonderful, mysterious Araguaya in a 
canoe, until I reach the ocean at the mouth 
of the Amazon about next August. 

I go on a visit to the Caraja Indians, one of 
the most primitive of redskin tribes, and to pre- 
pare the way for future missionaries who are go- 
ing to take up work in the unknown field. When 
you receive this I shall probably be in the toils 
of the terrible cataracts of the Tocantins. 

Your very kind letter of March 29th over- 
took me here, and I thank you heartily for it. 
When I get home again D. V., in three or four 
months time, I want to be able to give my- 
self, heart and soul, to a great advance of 
Scripture circulation in the great neglected 
regions of the north, buried as they are in 
ignorance and cruel superstition—huge ter- 
ritories never touched by a colporteur, where 
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Rome in her true colors sits 
and unashamed.”’ 

_ I note what you say about Constitutional 
difficulties, but I suppose these could be 
modified, if greater good shall result. I have 
often thought of what a great attraction a few 
colored, topical pictures would be. One of 
Jerusalem, of Jordan, Bethlehem, etc.—4 or 5 
at most. The same blocks would, with altered 
names, fit editions in all languages, so the 
added expense would be small, comparatively. 
You already use one such picture on the cover 
of one of your cheapest Portuguese Tests. ; and 
most attractiveit proves. Why not put it inside 
your Bibles, too, with two or three others? 

Rome makes every attempt to frustrate 
our efforts, so our aim should be to make the 
Book more and more attractive to the way- 
faring man, especially in Catholic lands. 

Some little time ago I purchased the last 
copy (2 vols.) of the only authorized Catholic 
Bible in Brazil, and it won a Catholic family to 
Christ. The only hope for Brazil is the Bible, 
and only the Bible can save her from dis- 
integration and despair, for the few mis- 
sionary boards only touch a small section and 
class of the population—only the fringe of the 
need! 

Thanking you again for your sympathetic 
and hopeful letter, 
Yours very sincerely, 
FREDERICK C. GLASS. 


“high-throned 
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EpiTors, ._. « The Secretaries 


New York, JANUARY, 1920 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


HE eighth stated meeting of the Board of 
Managers of the American Bible Society 


_ in its one hundred and fourth year was held at 


the Bible House on December 4, 1919, at 3:30 
o’clock p.m., President Cutting in the chair. 
Devotional exercises were conducted by the 


Rev. Samuel C. Benson, recently appointed 


Society, 


Agency Secretary of the Eastern Agency, who 
read the nineteenth chapter of the Gospel of 
Luke, after which he offered prayer. 

The Committee appointed to present a 
memorial minute on the death of Mr. William 
H. Harris, Vice-President and counsel of the 
submitted a minute, which was 
adopted by a rising vote of the Board. (This 
minute appeared in the December, 1919, BIBLE 
Society Recorp, page 156.) 

The following minute on the death of Edgar 
McDonald, a former Manager of the Bible 
Society, was also presented by the Committee 
and adopted by a rising vote of the Board. 


Edgar McDonald, a member of the Board of 
Managers of the American Bible Society, died at his 
residence in Brooklyn, 109 Lincoln Place, May 26, 
1919. He was all his life identified with Brooklyn. 
He was born on the Heights, April 27, 1845, and 
when he was nineteen years of age he entered the 
Nassau National Bank. He rose to be the president 
of the institution and retired after fifty-four years of 
service. On the fiftieth anniversary of his coming 
to the bank, the directors and officers tendered him 
a banquet and other official recognitions because of 
his long and distinguished relationship to the Nassau 
National Bank. He was a director of the bank at 
his death, and had been at one time and another 
treasurer and trustee of the Brooklyn Children’s Aid 
Society, treasurer and trustee of the Seaside Hospi- 
tal, treasurer and trustee of the Herriman Home, 
treasurer and trustee of the American Humane Asso- 
ciation and Gates Avenue Homeopathic Dispensary, 
treasurer of the Brooklyn Church Society, director 
of the Nassau and Dutchess Fire Insurance Company 
and the Long Island Safe Deposit Company, trustee 
of the South Brooklyn Savings Institution and the 
Brooklyn Eye and Ear Hospital, as well as a member 
of the Board of Managers of the American Bible 
Society to which he was elected. _ a i 

A man of unusual kindliness of disposition and wis- 
dom in counsel, his interest in the Society was constant, 
and his service only interrupted by his long illness. 


The resolutions adopted by the Board on the 
retirement of President Wood having been en- 
grossed and bound in red morocco, were handed 
by the Recording Secretary to President Cut- 
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ting, who invited President Emeritus Wood to 
the platform and presented the volume to him. 
Mr. Wood, in thanking the Board, stated that 
the book was not only very deeply appreciated 
by himself, but would be an heirloom which 
would be held in high value by his children. 

The minutes of the seventh meeting of the 
Board of Managers were presented and ap- 
proved. 

The minutes of the standing committees 
were also presented and approved. 

The Secretaries reported that, under the 
authority given to the Committee on Auxil- 
iaries and Home Agencies by the Board at its 
meeting on November 6th, the Rev. Samuel 
C. Benson had been appointed Agency Secre- 
tary of the Eastern Agency to succeed the Rev. 
Henry J. Scudder, resigned. 

The Board adopted the recommendation by 
the Committee on Foreign Agencies that 
Bolivia, Peru, and Ecuador be separated from 
the La Plata Agency and set apart as a ‘‘South 
America West Coast Agency,” to be adminis- 
tered, at present, under the supervision of the 
Agency Secretary of the Panama Canal and 
Central America Agency. 

On the favorable recommendation of the 
Committee of General Reference, the Board 
elected as Vice-President, George Warren 
Brown , of St. Louis; and as Managers, Joseph 
S. Auerbach, Roscoe C. E. Brown, and Ellwood 
M. Rabenold, all of New York City. 

Secretary Haven presented the cable which 
had been sent to the Protestant Bible Society 
of Paris, in fulfillment of the action of the 
Board at its meeting on October 2, 1919. 
(This cable appeared in the December, 1919, 
BiBLE Society Recorp, page 158.) 

The Rev. Chauncey Goodrich, D.D., of 
China, long associated with the Bible Society 
as translator of the Mandarin Version, was 
elected an honorary Life Member of the 
American Bible Society. 

The following gentlemen were appointed 
delegates to represent the American Bible So- 
ciety at the meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America, in Baltimore on Decem- 
ber 10-11, 1919: Mr. James Carey, Jr., Vice- 
President of the Maryland Bible Society; the 
Rev. J. H. Hyatt, D.D., Executive Secretary 
of the Maryland Bible Society; the Rev. G. A. 
Miller, President of the Washington City Bible 
Society; Mr. H. Virgil Easterling, Correspond- 
ing Secretary of the Washington City Bible 
Society; and General Secretary Haven. 

It was reported that Secretary Haven had 
been named as the representative of the 
American Bible Society on the Administrative 
Committee of the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America, under authority given the 
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Executive Officers by action of the Board on 
November 6, 1919. 

The undermentioned gentlemen were re- 
ported as having accepted their election as 
Vice-Presidents of the American Bible Society: 

John Willis Baer, LL.D., Pasadena, Cal. 
Asa G. Candler, Atlanta, Ga. 

G. S. Mackenzie, Chicago, II. 
Edmund Janes James, LL.D., 

Thomas C. Day, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Harry P. Converse, Louisville, Ky. 
Junius E. Beal, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Hanford Crawford, St. Louis, Mo. 

C. E. Graham, Greenville, S. C. 

Walter L. Stockwell, Fargo, No. Dak. 
John R. Pepper, Memphis, Tenn. 
Henry St. George Tucker, Lexington, Va. 
William Hodges Mann, Petersburg, Va. 
William Halls, Jr., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

The Publication Committee was given au- 
thority to issue a revised price-list of American 
Bible Society Scriptures. 

The following action was taken with refer- 
ence to the transportation in the United States. 
mails of grants of Scriptures in embossed type 
for the blind: 

Resolved, That the Congress of the United 
States be requested to make provision that 
free grants of Scriptures in embossed type, to 
the blind, be transmitted by the United States. 
Mail free of postage, in harmony with the act 
of Congress August 24, 1912, Section 506, pro- 
viding for such transportation of literature in 
embossed type given or loaned to the blind. 

The consignments of the American Bible 
Society to its Foreign Agencies during the 
month of November were: 

To Panama Canal and Central America, 
622 volumes, valued at $821.80; to Siam, 12 
volumes, valued at $5.64. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of November were 113,956 volumes. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


HOW TO SEND MONEY BY MAIL 

Your money may be lost if you enclose in an ordinary 
letter silver coin, bills, or postage stamps. 
THE SAFE WAY IS ONE OF THESE FOUR: — 

1. Register the letter in which you send bills or postage _ 
stamps. Any postmaster will register a letter for ten: : 
cents. 

2. Send the money by Bank check or draft. 

3. Send it by an Express Company's money order. 

4. Send it by a Post-office money order. 

Whichever way is chosen, address the letter and make 
the check, draft, or order, payable to William Foulke. 
Treasurer, Bible House, Astor Place, New York. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY 
I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society,. 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred and 
sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen hundred’ 
and forty-one, the sum of —, to be applied to. 
the charitable uses and purposes of said Society. : 


Ss 


Deceased Life Directors Cumings, Henry H., Painesville, O. 

Evans, Mrs. Lewis E., Wild Ro Be. _ Wis. 
Ferguson, Mrs. B. E., Riverside, S. C. 
Henderson, Dr. E. F., Los eae Cal. 
Hodge, Mrs. Helen oO, Palatine Bridge, N. Y. 
Ketcham, Mrs. Andrew J., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Newell, Mrs. M. 240 E. Tremont Ave., New York. 
Palmer, Mrs. Willig S., Catskill, N. Y. 
Parsons, Mrs. Naomi Fitch, Franklin, N. Y. 
Raney, Mrs. Mary J., Xenia, O. 

Root, Phebe A., Morrison, Ill. 


Doering, Wm. G., 34 Rawson Bldg., Cincinnati, O. 
MeWilliams, Daniel W., 39 S. Portland Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y 
Van Orden, Wesel T., New Baltimore, N. Y. 


Deceased Life Members 


Adland, Mrs. Phebe D., Chicago, I]. 
Clearman, Mrs. H. C., Elizabeth, N. J. 


Culp, Mrs. S. B., Waxhaw, N. C 


Traver, Mrs. Alida, Chatham, N. Y. 


RECEIPTS IN NOVEMBER, 1919 


LEGACIES HOME AGENCIES RECAPITULATION 
Lippincott, Keturah, late of Atlantic... ... $4,060 25 a neee, 
Pitman, N.J..... j $50 00 OE 1376 39 saree Societies on Book aaa 
McClure, H. A., late of Salem, Colored People 869 71 Auxiliary Societies on Dona- : 
A ee ie co ie Rastern'... .. 604 99 Yond deount: 406 00 
McClure, Mrs. Mary A., late Northwestern. 6,159 17 GifialSubiactitoiLiferlatessst) 2.000 00 
. Picguat © 100 00 Pacifi 1230 41 i ubject to Life Interes 2 
> sn yori ; ae Home Agencies! ............ 19,183 64 
Freie gg South Atlantic 1,853 10 ‘Tesacies.. .. 43842 93 
eis a>. 230 62 Returns from ‘Scriptures ‘Do- 
OSE es he an 809 00 nated. . fee 7 ok 443 52 
GIFT SUBJECT TO LIFE $19 arcs EELS 
INTEREST pees Sere $28,770 52 
Received during month.... $2,000 00 ua? v= 
Sa From Home Agencies and Included — 
AUXILIARY SOCIETIES in Home Agency Receipts 
Alabama. ......... $44 18 Donations from Aux. Bible So- MISCELLANEOUS 
Augusta, Kans... 30 80 cieties: 2 5 
Bafslo City _and Army and!Navy Bible Fund: ; $5 00, ; Amy end Naby Bible Pund 2 1328/26 
Erie Co., N. Y.. 410 00 Bucks Co. Bible Society, Pa. 58 70 Available ae dace SN, are ee a 
- og - Fe- She Ga Camden Co. Bible Society, He oes ae veniale. Bena, a ee 
mae, N- * a Se ee er : raga 
Freedom, Welsh, Chicago Bible Society, Tl. 800 00 Church Collections and Or- aera 
N.Y. ES 88 50 Gifts from Churches and Or- genet OnS Preah URE , 25 
Ghent Bible Society, ganizations............ / 4,270 53 ~+=Diffusion o me oe ee ah 
J og Y.. ilo 42 50 Hunterdon Co. Bible Society, Ln reomg eon MACEEAD ES ERAN IGEN = 9 86 
efferson o., by Ce ee oe TOME oop hogesmon sso nig ¢ : 
Shepherds to wn Gifts from Individuals and. Individuals ee Coe ee 2,373 43 
Branch, W. Va... 75 00 Other Sourees..... 697 94. Investments Subjest to Life aie 
Dee reten Ga; © 8° _ Pennsylvania Bible Society... 284 70 Meet cig Materiais 66 26 
eee ts 9 74 Salesroom.. rs “1 8,270 38 
assa ae 628 88 . Sundry Accounts..........-. . 
‘to eee 304 11 RETURNS ape ne S The Trade. rs iceaagamte 2,359 93 
419 55 ee ransmission Abroad........ 
ae Vicin- London Missionary Society,.. Trust Funds Invested........ 150 00 
ity Welsh, N. Y 3 60 East New jaarket, eee $413 13 
ie Wis. Presbyterian Board of Publica- : 
Welsh Prairie, Wis __36 72 oats Ad PRG day each $45,948 86 
$1,894 43 Work, eae Pha del as 
i i Missionary apt adel- masa! 
| ay pele teneag —_— 406 00 phia, Pa Ss j 30 39 
$2,300 43 $443 52 Total Cash Receipts......... $74,719 38 
CASH STATEMENT FOR NOVEMBER, 1919 
RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS 
From Auxiliaries........... PRE See cinisih om coe Hs $1,894 43 | For gabe Department — oe _. $11,053 09 
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appeals to the Christian in- 
vestor as strongly as to any 
sagacious business man. 
Indeed, the Christian invest- 
or of moderate means has 
a more pressing duty to in- 
vest his funds properly for 
immediate and permanent 
returns than has the finan- 
cier supplied with vast funds 
available for speculation. 


ANNUITY BONDS of the 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


pay semi-annually with absolute 
regularity an interest return of 
4% to 8%, according to the age 
of the annuitant. They are, 
moreover, perfectly safe, being 
protected by the resources of 
the American Bible Society, now 
in its 104th year. 


Your MoNEY WILL SPREAD 
THE GOSPEL 


in many lands, when invested in Amer- 
ican Bible Society Annuity Bonds. 
Millions of people need millions of 
Bibles which cost millions of dollars. 
Your dollars will help! Besides the 
good you will do 


Your INCOME WILL BESURE 


“You execute your own will by 
the Annuity Plan of the 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY | 


American Bible Society 
Bible House, Astor Place 
New York City — 


Gentlemen: Please advise me regarding 


a safe and productive Christian invest- 
ment, with annuity income for a person 


years of age. 


SOCIETY 
(annurry SOND 


